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WANAKA	  
LAKE	  WANAKA	  CENTRE	  

19	  Oct	  –	  21	  Oct	  
2018	  

 
1. Set Up for Success 
 

• What you need to set yourself 
up for successful songwriting 

 
2. Make Us Care 

• Using observation to improve 
detail in your verses 

• Uncovering the message of 
your chorus 

• What is the song really about? 
 
3. Rhyme or Reason? 
 

• Why it matters 
• Types of rhymes 
• Rhyming patterns in 

verses/choruses 
 
4. Building Blocks 
 

• Musical characteristics of all 
the elements of song 

• Aiming for the title 
 
5. What's the Story? 
 

• Plot progression 
• Perspective and story 

development 
• Rewriting is part of songwriting 
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DATES	  

Friday	  19	  Oct	   	   7	  –	  9	  pm	  

Saturday	  20	  Oct	   10	  am	  -‐4	  pm	  

Sunday	  21	  Oct	   	   10	  am	  –	  2	  pm	  

	  

FEE	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  $260	  

Early	  bird	  before	  22	  Sept	   $240	  

	  

BOOKINGS	  GO	  TO	  

	  

VENUE	  

Lake	  Wanaka	  Centre	  

89	  Ardmore	  St,	  Wanaka	  

ENQUIRIES	  -‐	  CONTACT	  

Lisa	  Tui	  Jonathan	  
027	  257	  2857	  

lisatui.ltj@gmail.com	  
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Charlotte	  Yates	  

The	  Freakin’	  Awesome	  Songwriters	  Clinic	  

• 12	  Hours	  of	  practical	  results	  based	  
songwriting	  tuition	  

• 10	  Participants	  Maximum	  

Hi, I'm Charlotte Yates. I really love to write songs. And I've done it professionally for over 25 
years. I've recorded several albums, toured all over and even won the odd award or two.   Mid 
1999 I was invited to write some articles for a really cool magazine called New Zealand 
Musician and I wrote about songwriting. I had to sit down and figure out how to describe what I 
did. It made me read the limited number of books then available about songwriting and talk to 
other songwriters, and I quickly realised there wasn't a lot of material that people could 
really connect with.  As the web's influence grew, this began to change. The NZ Music 
Commission was born and began to shoulder tap professional musicians (including me) to offer 
blocks of 5 workshops in high schools around the country to students who might actually want to 
learn about songwriting. This was an opportunity to work in my favourite sphere with 
teenagers who loved songs and wanted to learn more, fast.  Most of the music departments I 
went to had absolutely no idea how to teach songwriting, or even that they could.  So 
gradually, I started to put into practice what I'd written about.   
Over the last decade or so, I've worked with hundreds of folks, from school kids to seniors, 
helping them fix the songs that are broken, learning how to diagnose song sickness, maladies of 
melodies, lameness of lyrics, and helping them get better at writing songs.	  	  

The Songwriters Clinic is a great way to improve and encourage your songwriting alongside 
like minded people. Learn how to set yourself up for sustained songwriting, how to improve the 
details in your lyrics,  how to structure your song to best get your message across and how to 
keep your audience's attention. Practical and purposeful, the songwriting clinic will boost your 
confidence in your abilities and your passion for your songs. Is this for you? If you're already 
writing or trying to write songs, if you have some instrumental skill, if you can hold a tune long 
enough to show us how it goes, then absolutely. If you're in a band or performing, if you've 
had a release and need new direction, then this is for you too. If you've felt out of the musical 
loop for a while and want back in, then this is how you can reconnect.  
	  

• Tried	  and	  tested	  processes	  to	  help	  
you	  write	  better	  songs	  and	  ongoing	  
support	  


